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Lesson Title:  A literature lesson on the book Smile-Learning about Memoirs
Grade Level: 5th grade
Class Time:
1-2
Subject Integration: language arts and literature
Brief Overview:  Students will explore the graphic novel “Smile” and find and describe the literary device the author uses to relate the story




 
 




 

Learning Outcomes: Students will be able to properly identify the story as a memoir and describe the elements of a memoir to the librarian and classroom teacher.  Students will be able to identify other literature forms such as a narrative and employ its elements in an exercise to tell a story.  Students will be able to identify a real-life event and research it for accuracy.
Common Core Standard: 

RL.5.2-Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text.

RL.5.5-Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall structure of a story, drama, or poem.

RL.5.6-Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events are described.

RL.5.7-Analyze how visual and multimedia elements contribute to the meaning, tone, or beauty of a text (e.g., graphic novel, multimedia presentation of fiction, folktale, myth, poem).
AASL Standard:

1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (e.g., textual, visual, media, digital) to make inferences and gather meaning.

1.2.4 Maintain a critical stance by questioning the validity and accuracy of all information.

2.1.2 Organize knowledge so that it is useful.

2.1.5 Collaborate with others to exchange ideas, develop new understandings, make decisions, and solve problems.

4.1.2 Read widely and fluently to make connections with self, the world, and previous reading.

4.1.3 Respond to literature and creative expressions of ideas in various formats and genres.
AASL / IFC Skill:
Draws and shares conclusions about the theme or focus of a work.
Understands literal meanings and can identify the main points and supporting details. 
	
	Learning/Teaching Activities CT=Classroom Teacher L=Librarian
	Resources

	Accommodations/Modifications for All Learners


	· Students will have read the book Smile prior to coming to class, either through classroom lesson or through a book club.  
· Students should bring their book with them and be prepared to work in groups.

· Copies of the book will be provided for those students who did not bring their book.

· L will read portions of the book “Smile.”
	The book “Smile” by Raina Telgemeier

	Direct Instruction
	· L will introduce the concept of a memoir and explain its literary elements.

· L will explain that “Smile” is an example of a memoir.

· L will also explain the concept of a narrative and how it is used in literature.

· L will use document camera to read the first nine pages aloud. Stop when Raina is on the ground after she discovers she has lost her teeth.
· L will ask students to make an outline of the events that Raina included in her story.  This should take about 10 minutes.

· L will then ask students to choose on an orthodontist visit from the text and rewrite it as a narrative.  This should take another 10 minutes.
· L will then ask students to research and fact check the earthquake event that took place on page. 65.  Note taking will be encouraged.  This should take 10-15 minutes.
	Document camera.  If unavailable read to students showing them the pictures.  Graphic organizer for timeline sequencing.  Notebook paper and pencil.  Chromebooks.  Timer.



	Guided Practice
	· L and CT will guide students in providing examples for a sequential timeline.
· L and CT will guide students in building a narrative writing piece.  Particularly concentrating on character, setting, problem or conflict, events, climax, and resolution.  

· L will provide an example she has written based on the same topic.

· L and CT will remind students how to log on to their computers and research online to find information about the earthquake event described in the book.
· L will also give a quick recap on proper note taking for online research.
	Graphic organizer for sequential timeline, lined paper and pencil, chrome books, handout for the structure of a narrative writing.

	Independent Practice
	· Students will work independently on the first exercise of the sequential timeline, but students may work in partners for the narrative and for research if they choose to.
· Students can pick specific events from the story that resonate with them, but they should be in sequential order.
	

	Closing/

Sharing/
Reflection
	· 10-15 minutes for class ends the librarian and classroom teacher will debrief the lesson and what the class has learned about memoirs and narrative writing.  The class will also debrief the earthquake event and based on research discuss the authors depiction of the event and whether it was accurate.
	Timer

	Assessment(s)   
	Graphic organizer, narrative writing piece, notes on research.



Resources/Activities for Extending the Learning: 
There are several different activities that could take place after this lesson to enhance the understanding of the book “Smile.”  Below are a couple of examples of what classroom teachers could do to further extend the lesson.

· Have students create their own comic using the web they created about a time when they were uncomfortable, embarrassed, or frustrated.
·  Ask students to rename the novel. What is their reasoning? Re-create the cover of the book. 
·  Retell the story in a readers’ theater scripted format. As a class, create the cast of characters. Divide the book into sections and let students work in groups to write the dialogue.  This can be as short or as long.  Another direction this activity could take, would be to have students perform a melodrama.
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